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as a reacting object. When the consciousness of the author
is not identical with the creative process this is at once clear,
but in the first-mentioned instance the opposite appears at
first to be the case. Here the author is apparently the
creator himself, of his own free will and without the smallest
compulsion. He is perhaps fully convinced of his own
freedom, and will not be disposed to allow that his creation
is not also his will, from which, in conjunction with his
knowledge, he believes it to be exclusively derived.
Here we are faced with a question that we are quite
unable to answer from what the poet himself tells us about
the manner of his creating. It is really a scientific problem
that psychology alone can solve. For it might also be the
case, as I have already hinted, that the poet, while apparently
creating consciously and spontaneously out of himself and
producing only what he intends, is nevertheless, in spite
of his consciousness, so caught up by the creative impulse
that he is as little aware of an * alieji' will, as the other type
can be said to have any direct appreciation of his own will
in the apparently foreign inspiration, and this notwith-
standing the fact that it is manifestly the voice of his own
self. In this case his conviction of the unconditioned freedom
of his creating would be an illusion of consciousness—he
fancies he is swimming, whereas an invisible stream bears
him along.
In no sense is this doubt an airy phantasy; it is founded
upon the experience of analytical psychology. For analytical
jnvestigation of the unconscious has disclosed an abundance
of possibilities in which consciousness is not only influenced
by the unconscious, but is actually led by it. The doubt
therefore is justified. Yet where may we find evidence for
the possible assumption that a conscious poet may also be
taken captive by his work ? The proof may be of two kinds,
direct or indirect. Direct proof would be found in those
cases where the poet, in what he believes he is saying, actually
and patently says more than he himself is aware of. Many

